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The method traditionally used for expressing workforce! supply has been the
dentist-to-population ratio.* Henderson lists three reasons why the use of this
ratio is inadequate * and misleading.

——The “ideal” population-per-dentist ratio is unknown.

3

Productivity * of dentists practicing in an area varies®

— Demand for services varies between population groups.
According to Born, the supply of effective workforce varies with the age of de-
ntists, practice style, practice limitations,” level of utilization of auxiliaries, and
the age of dental equipment. He makes the salient® point that the population-per-

dentist ratio does not reflect these variables. Thus, some of the economic problems
of dentists may be the result of their misplaced trust” in the population-per-
dentist ratio as an indicator of effective dental demand and. hence, practice loca-
tion (JADA, Vol. 109, December 1984)
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